
Special Forces: Day Forty 
Intermediate Training: Unit Three 
Positive Principles  
Remembering our Roots 
I'll never forget the day, when after having completed the rigorous year long training 
program, I finally won the coveted Green Beret! Talk about a sense of pride and 
accomplishment! Then I was assigned to a real SF unit and became the 'baby' on an SF 'A' 
Detachment. It didn't take long to realize that the real work had just begun. There was a 
career ahead of me filled with more schools, more training, more sweat and more pain. 
Looking back from the present with my 20/20 hindsight I am not at all certain which was 
the greater challenge - two years of intense training to make the cut; or the dedication and 
effort it took to remain 'in the game' for the next 25 years. So what's my point? The point is 
simply that it took a lot of hard work - work to make the cut and work to stay in the game  
What a huge difference between the world of Special Operations Forces and the Kingdom 
of God! 

Key Verse: 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name: John 1:12 (NKJV) 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life." John 
5:24 (NKJV) 
John, one of the original members of the Lord's 12-man 'A' Team, records that all it took to make 
the cut and join the family of God was to 'believe in His name' - to believe that Jesus was God in 
human form and sent from God to be light in a world of darkness, the Light for all men for all 
time. (Dan's paraphrase of the previous eleven verses).  
The Apostle Paul, in a letter written to a church he had established some 40 years earlier, thought 
it important to emphasize that salvation was solely an act of the grace of God and had nothing to 
do with any works. It is so easy to slip into a mindset that somehow we 'did' something, even if 
that was making a decision to follow Christ. I confess that I thought my great decision to finally 
give up and let God run things was something I accomplished. God even let me get away with it 
for a while! Then He brought me following scripture and straightened things out for me! 
"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him;" John 6:44a (NKJV) 
It was even an act of God's Holy Spirit that brought me to Him! 
Finally, Jesus Himself summarized it rather nicely by stating that our belief in Him results in 
having everlasting life in the present. As believers, our eternal life is now! And to remove any 
doubt whatsoever, Jesus said specifically that we would not come under judgment at some time 



in the future! Lost in our sinful state we were dead spiritually. Not just sick mind you - we were 
DEAD! Our new lives began at the moment of our belief in the Savior!  

So What? 
It's 42 years later than that long ago graduation day and half a dozen years since I retired from 
the Army. Stories of tough rigorous training and the exploits that followed are many, shared by 
comrades at annual reunions and picnics. I don't know about you, but I find such times of 
reflection somehow special. Of course it's not good to live in the past, but a quick glance in life's 
review mirror or occasionally sharing the 'good old days' with friends can usher in pleasant 
thoughts and memories. 
It's the same with our spiritual walk. In fact it might be more important to pause now and again 
on our journey and remind ourselves that it was the blood of Jesus and God calling us to Himself 
that brought us into eternal life. We NEVER could have been 'good enough' to make the cut. Not 
only that, but it is God's wonderful grace that keeps us 'in the game'.  
Does that mean our lives don't change; that it will be 'situation normal'? Certainly not! Listen to 
the Apostle Paul: 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How 
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Romans 6:1-2 (NKJV) 
Stay tuned, my friend... 


